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A Bristol-based polar
explorer is preparing

Heonour: Bristol adventurer Alan Chambers s L—‘
was awarded the MBE after lnading the first -
British team to walk unsupported to the
c
N

Geographic North Pole from Canada ANADA

to cross Greenland
next month, on a

400-mile trek that has
education at its heart.

DOMINIC HARRIS
spoke to Alan
Chambers as he

prepared for the trip.

N EARTH

HEN yousare ina
wind-lnshed tant at
-50°C i the middle of
the Arctic Circle, the idea of
teaching a load of school
children about environmental
issues and the benafits of good
nutrition might not be the first
thing that springs to mind.

But from thelr jey “classroom’ in
Gremiland, explorars Alan
Helping Rousands 6 Soumgaters
across the UK with I!I’e“trwsdml
work, teaching them about
wverything from wasie managament
ta how to gather sclsntific data

. who lived in Whitchurch,
and Petur, from Somerset, will set
n::.llm; t'h!lrI eduutﬁ trelat the
[ ol Apfi & 400+ w
erosaing of the world's largest island
~and hring their experiences back
1o classrooms in schodls all around
ithe country.

This patir sire taking their
inspirntion from the German
explorer Alfred Wegener, who made
several expeditions in the 19205 and
1530 to Greenlnnd (o study: w].lr i
tln:uhttuu_ Ridiculpd by the

stubilished scientific commimity in
hu day Wegener Has since been
recognilsed as the Tounding fther of
plate fectonics; which now features
ofi the Mationsl Curriculom

He also gave his life ina
coiirngeous rescus attempt to
support his team in Greenland.

Alan and Peter ane setiing out
from Uummannag on Greenland's
west coast, and will Iéad across a
latitude of 71°N for Wegoner's mid
leo station - a journey that rises
from sea bevel up to an altimds of
about u.nm {B.500m).

g i !?edumn pair
wu.l be :nnmly fFandticlent, skiing
and walking across Greenland's fce
cap while dragging sledges
weigh more than 20ibs (91kg}.

Bt the explorers are
wellexperienced in such jr.llu'neys
Alan, a formal Royal Marine, w
awarded the MBE after leading me

first British team to walk
umsupported to the Geographic
Nurth Pole from Canada {n 2000

And among Peter's polar
achievements ts the founding of
Expedition Technical Support. a
design anid development facility
dedicated to supporting Arcticand
Antarciie xploration

Hut this is thair firsg magor
expedition Hat has an sducational
afm'at its heart.

Baffin
Bay

Green for go: Peler Herberl, Jef, and Alan Chambars af the axpadilion’s taunch

Greenland expeditlnn 2008 What they're taking on their adventure

@ Alan and Peler's two-man, ans

pportad
will s8a them =ki and hike from

® Alan and Pelerwill be

i west coast of Greaniand 1o Wegenar's wich wil carmy ail their
Mid lca Station, across 400 mikes (840 equiprment

kilometres) of gy tarrain as high as @ Thes expedilion gear
12,0001 inciudes a &

® They are lsaving at the end of Apel
whan it is very cold — down (o -50°C with
the wind chill. This means snow ledges wil
be more solid end thers will be less snow

melt.

@ In his numerous trips 1o the North Pole

since 2000, Alan his noiced increasing

amounts of ica meit. He says that

transmitlers. a satslila

distances batween kca fioes are now up o

40 miles (B4km), testamant to the impact screws and anchors

of climate change. windproof clathing. GPS
® Alar and Palar's frip has besn sislems,

Bristol-based company

sponsored by the
Greal British Mobility Group.

Children will bs able o follow the
pair across the ice onjthe explorers”
webalte, through blogs, where they
will angwer questions thronghout
their Jnnnmy aind via live videa
links and

and an EPIRE — an

The explorers will also send
scimtific data to the Mot Office for
study, and and taking ioe samples tih
track hisioric summer snow(all
across Greenland for experts af the

They will lsarn about climate
\hnnse and Ils impact on wildlife,
the principles of sustalnability,
espacially heat and waste
management. the nsenflechno]agy
and the bonelits of good leadership
and training.

y of Bristol
The expedition has been arranged
by Peet of Green, an isation
in Westbiry-on- y that
links the business world with
eduocation and helps school children
rojects

ralated to environmental issues.
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The big chill: The trek
from Uummannag to
Wegener's ice sfation
will take 40 days and
cover 400 miles

th-’-'\,' are doing
af voung peop!
they
Richard Hale, of Feet of Green

an achieve

[r nfmd
and help -';hn?m [es

isewhat

enmuancy posioning radio

.TP\C satellito
cmwun:ubms Systems will
by battaries

d\uluanﬂxu:ghasnlal
® Alan and Pater will have o
eal 6,000

32pints {15 bres) of cooking
fuel They will be meting
56ibs (30kg) of ice mday

salelfle phones.
heat exchanges fusl systems  in order to gat water for

drinking.and cooking

On Mnmh;’;' at the expedition's
offictal lnunch at Queen Square
Dining Roam, the explomss and
thair team met more than 70 peopls
From local husinesses and schools
who are interested in getting
involved with the

in with the National Curricalun,
from primary school right up to
secondary level

“Alan and Peter wre great role
models, and what they are dolng
will help bronden the' horizons of
young & and help them realise
what they can achiove.”

ition ts also being run

b partnership with the Godlt
Schools Inltkative and the HTL |
which campalgns for schoals to
encournge children to be more
adveniureus and taks risks

Godit schools cin become
members of Feet of Green and enter
competitions for the explorers, from
how to dedign an efficlent sled to the
deskgn of an effective diet for them

Parmering with Godlt has given
thom scoess to 400 schools. and
Information about their trip his
gone put 1o almost 30,000 schools
natiohally - meaning they could
help up to 15 million children

Work with ils i Bristol is in

Its vardy days, but Clifton Callege.
Lulmﬁm ¥ gg::él‘:‘:;nmmgmm
Academy,
school and Keynsham Rugby Club
are all'on board, and Feet of Green
arw involving more schools through

Richard Hale, Feet of Green's
business and education director, i
keen to link the expedition with as
many schools as possihle, from both
the independent pnd staie sectors.

. He said: "What we are doifg links

2 Ex hools Par
in Bristol.
Alany, whao Is 40 this year, sakd
“We want to gét children m\-‘n]\ed
with this trip 2s much s possible,
ona practical l‘dlll:ullomll level and
an inspirational level

1 was at Cleve House - my son's
school - ast year to talk about hot
and cold places. and the other week:
Twent to schools in Monmouth to)
show. thain what we are dofng.

“There is also a school in; Wootton
Bassstt desjgning & wind trbine
that we will take with us lo power
otr [Pods for the trip Working with
our expedition gives their
technology project a real purpose.

“What we are doing ts also
cross-curriculas and Inkv i with
wverything from geography and
history to technelogy ami scl!uoe

“The thought of reach ng ar
spiring young people and lwlruna
thiem to bécome better informed
abaiit the ey Issues facing the
world loday, such as climate change
and environmental ssues, is a real
mot

“Itis ineredibly exciting and If
we can inspire one single child then
wa have sticoeeded.

LISTEN ONLINE
T Haten to how Alan
Chambars will croms
Greanland, and hesr
about the tralnl
Involved in expeditlon.
¥iait our website

www ihislsbristol.coun
greeniand




